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PRESS RELEASE 

 

CESA SUPPORTS CALL FOR ‘EXTRAORDINARY’ MEASURES FOR SA TO AVOID 

BLACKOUTS 

 

Consulting Engineers South Africa (CESA) supports the call for ‘extraordinary’ measures 

to be taken in order to avoid the inevitable blackouts that South Africa will almost 

certainly experience within the next 24 months if we continue on the same path that we 

went through in 2008.  Commenting on recent reports in the media, CESA   states, “Our 

view is that at current rates of electrical demand growth the spectre of rolling black-outs 

such as those experienced in 2008 could be inevitable within the next 24 months, and 

may persist intermittently for a further 24 months unless appropriate action or actions 

are taken by all relevant stakeholders, especially electricity end users”.  

 

The overall electricity average demand curve is currently becoming “flatter” and we could 

reach a situation where the system reserve margin reaches a level that may necessitate 

either mandatory voluntary or forced load shedding. The implications on the economy 

and the lives of the general populace, as we all know from the experiences we had a few 

years ago, could be disastrous. The causes for the blackouts in 2008 were, inter alia, 

inadequate or insufficient reserves or quantities of primary energy (especially coal) and 

poor maintenance or refurbishment of power generation infrastructure in some cases 

resulting in the supply not keeping pace with the electricity demand. The major 

consumers of power are by far the large industrial companies e.g. the aluminium 

smelters, mining, large manufacturing works, etc., who were forced to “shut down” their 

operations regularly in 2008 through voluntary “load shedding” to ensure that supply met 

demand in the country as a whole and with no consequent “blackouts”. In relation to the 

recent draft release of the IRP2010, now available for comment, CESA strongly believes 

that emphasis needs to be placed on the following:  

1. The focus on increasing current power generation capacities  through new 

build programmes and RTS (return to service) of moth balled power 

stations must continue in earnest or at “full steam” 

2. The effective and efficient maintenance and refurbishment of such existing 

power generating facilities must also be given top priority. 

3. The accelerated introduction of IPP’s (Independent Power Producers) into 

the country’s overall generation mix and the enhancement of the 

associated regulatory framework must also be given increased attention 

especially by government and its agencies. In this regard CESA is of the 

opinion that the intent and the principles on which the IRP2010 will be 

finalised is a step in the right direction and does augur well for the future   
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4.   CESA also believes that all end user customers and/or consumers i.e. 

industrial, commercial and domestic must also play an increasing role in 

the conservation of power or electricity as we go into the future.  

Consumers must be encouraged or incentivised to do so by e.g 

participating in appropriate and relevant DSM (Demand Side Management) 

and energy efficient programmes, the introduction of block tariffing for 

domestic consumers, etc. These programmes should also be sponsored 

and driven by government and/or its agencies. 

5. CESA is also of the view that an appropriate ECS (Energy Conservation 

Scheme or System) or a PCP (Power Conservation Programme), similar to 

the one contemplated in 2008, should be given favourable consideration by 

government. However, CESA wants to also qualify the latter suggestion by 

stating that these ECS or PCP programmes when implemented, MUST NOT 

further aggravate or exacerbate the current constrained economic situation 

that the entire country is currently facing.   
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